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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Contact list: To obtain additional information on these and other Census 2000 subjects, see
the list of Census 2000 Contacts on the Internet at http://www.census.gov/contacts/www/
c-census2000.html.

Puerto Rico: Please note that for Census 2000, the definitions below apply to both the United
States and Puerto Rico, except where noted. For 1990 and earlier censuses, references on
comparability refer only to the United States. Please refer to the appropriate technical
documentation for Puerto Rico for comparability statements pertaining to 1990 and earlier
censuses.

AGE

The data on age, which was asked of all people, were derived from answers to the long-form
questionnaire Item 4 and short-form questionnaire Item 6. The age classification is based on the
age of the person in complete years as of April 1, 2000. The age of the person usually was
derived from their date of birth information. Their reported age was used only when date of birth
information was unavailable.

Data on age are used to determine the applicability of some of the sample questions for a person
and to classify other characteristics in census tabulations. Age data are needed to interpret most
social and economic characteristics used to plan and examine many programs and policies.
Therefore, age is tabulated by single years of age and by many different groupings, such as 5-year
age groups.

Median age. Median age divides the age distribution into two equal parts: one-half of the cases
falling below the median age and one-half above the median. Median age is computed on the
basis of a single year of age standard distribution (see the “Standard Distributions” section under
“Derived Measures”). Median age is rounded to the nearest tenth. (For more information on
medians, see “Derived Measures.”)

Limitation of the data. The most general limitation for many decades has been the tendency of
people to overreport ages or years of birth that end in zero or 5. This phenomenon is called “age
heaping.” In addition, the counts in the 1970 and 1980 censuses for people 100 years old and
over were substantially overstated. So also were the counts of people 69 years old in 1970 and 79
years old in 1980. Improvements have been made since then in the questionnaire design and in
the imputation procedures that have minimized these problems.

Review of detailed 1990 census information indicated that respondents tended to provide their
age as of the date of completion of the questionnaire, not their age as of April 1, 1990. One
reason this happened was that respondents were not specifically instructed to provide their age
as of April 1, 1990. Another reason was that data collection efforts continued well past the census
date. In addition, there may have been a tendency for respondents to round their age up if they
were close to having a birthday. It is likely that approximately 10 percent of people in most age
groups were actually 1 year younger. For most single years of age, the misstatements were largely
offsetting. The problem is most pronounced at age zero because people lost to age 1 probably
were not fully offset by the inclusion of babies born after April 1, 1990. Also, there may have
been more rounding up to age 1 to avoid reporting age as zero years. (Age in complete months
was not collected for infants under age 1.)
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The reporting of age 1 year older than true age on April 1, 1990, is likely to have been greater in
areas where the census data were collected later in calendar year 1990. The magnitude of this
problem was much less in the 1960, 1970, and 1980 censuses where age was typically derived
from respondent data on year of birth and quarter of birth.

These shortcomings were minimized in Census 2000 because age was usually calculated from
exact date of birth and because respondents were specifically asked to provide their age as of
April 1, 2000. (For more information on the design of the age question, see the section below that
discusses “Comparability.”)

Comparability. Age data have been collected in every census. For the first time since 1950, the
1990 data were not available by quarter year of age. This change was made so that coded
information could be obtained for both age and year of birth. In 2000, each individual has both an
age and an exact date of birth. In each census since 1940, the age of a person was assigned when
it was not reported. In censuses before 1940, with the exception of 1880, people of unknown age
were shown as a separate category. Since 1960, assignment of unknown age has been performed
by a general procedure described as “imputation.” The specific procedures for imputing age have
been different in each census. (For more information on imputation, see “Accuracy of the Data.”)

ANCESTRY

The data on ancestry were derived from answers to long-form questionnaire Item 10, which was
asked of a sample of the population. The data represent self-classification by people according to
the ancestry group or groups with which they most closely identify. Ancestry refers to a person’s
ethnic origin or descent, “roots,” heritage, or the place of birth of the person, the person’s
parents, or their ancestors before their arrival in the United States. Some ethnic identities, such as
Egyptian or Polish, can be traced to geographic areas outside the United States, while other
ethnicities, such as Pennsylvania German or Cajun, evolved in the United States.

The intent of the ancestry question was not to measure the degree of attachment the respondent
had to a particular ethnicity. For example, a response of “Irish” might reflect total involvement in
an Irish community or only a memory of ancestors several generations removed from the
individual. Also, the question was intended to provide data for groups that were not included in
the Hispanic origin and race questions. Official Hispanic origin data come from long-form
questionnaire Item 5, and official race data come from long-form questionnaire Iltem 6. Therefore,
although data on all groups are collected, the ancestry data shown in these tabulations are for
non-Hispanic and nonrace groups. Hispanic and race groups are included in the “Other groups”
category for the ancestry tables in these tabulations.

The ancestry question allowed respondents to report one or more ancestry groups, although only
the first two were coded. If a response was in terms of a dual ancestry, for example, “Irish
English,” the person was assigned two codes, in this case one for Irish and another for English.
However, in certain cases, multiple responses such as “French Canadian,” “Greek Cypriote,” and
“Scotch Irish” were assigned a single code reflecting their status as unique groups. If a person
reported one of these unique groups in addition to another group, for example, “Scotch Irish
English,” resulting in three terms, that person received one code for the unique group
(Scotch-Irish) and another one for the remaining group (English). If a person reported “English Irish
French,” only English and Irish were coded. Certain combinations of ancestries where the ancestry
group is a part of another, such as “German-Bavarian,” were coded as a single ancestry using the
more specific group (Bavarian). Also, responses such as “Polish-American” or “Italian-American”
were coded and tabulated as a single entry (Polish or Italian).

The Census Bureau accepted “American” as a unique ethnicity if it was given alone, with an
ambiguous response, or with state names. If the respondent listed any other ethnic identity such
as “ltalian-American,” generally the “American” portion of the response was not coded. However,
distinct groups such as “American Indian,” “Mexican American,” and “African American” were
coded and identified separately because they represented groups who considered themselves
different from those who reported as “Indian,” “Mexican,” or “African,” respectively.
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In all tabulations, when respondents provided an unclassifiable ethnic identity (for example,
“multinational,” “adopted,” or “I have no idea”), the answer was included in tabulation category
“Unclassified or not reported.”

The tabulations on ancestry are presented using two types of data presentations — one using
total people as the base, and the other using total responses as the base. The following are
categories shown in the two data presentations.

Presentation Based on People

Single ancestries reported — Includes all people who reported only one ancestry group. Included
in this category are people with multiple-term responses such as “Greek Cypriote” who are
assigned a single code.

Multiple ancestries reported — Includes all people who reported more than one group and were
assigned two ancestry codes.

Ancestry unclassified — Includes all people who provided a response that could not be assigned
an ancestry code because they provided unclear entries or entries that represent religious groups.

Presentation Based on Responses

First ancestry reported — Includes the first response of all people who reported at least one
codeable entry. For example, in this category, the count for Danish would include all those who
reported only Danish and those who reported Danish first and then some other group.

Second ancestry reported — Includes the second response of all people who reported a multiple
ancestry. Thus, the count for Danish in this category includes all people who reported Danish as
the second response, regardless of the first response provided.

Total ancestries reported or total ancestries tallied — Includes the total number of ancestries
reported and coded. If a person reported a multiple ancestry such as “French Danish,” that
response was counted twice in the tabulations once in the French category and again in the
Danish category. Thus, the sum of the counts in this type of presentation is not the total
population but the total of all responses.

An automated coding system was used for coding ancestry in Census 2000. This greatly reduced
the potential for error associated with a clerical review. Specialists with knowledge of the subject
matter reviewed, edited, coded, and resolved inconsistent or incomplete responses. The code list
used in Census 2000, containing over 1,000 categories, reflects the results of the Census Bureau’s
experience with the 1990 ancestry question, research, and consultation with many ethnic experts.
Many decisions were made to determine the classification of responses. These decisions affected
the grouping of the tabulated data. For example, the Italian category includes the responses of
Sicilian and Tuscan, as well as a number of other responses.

Limitation of the data. Although some people consider religious affiliation a component of
ethnic identity, the ancestry question was not designed to collect any information concerning
religion. Thus, if a religion was given as an answer to the ancestry question, it was listed in the
“Other groups” category.

Ancestry should not be confused with a person’s place of birth, although a person’s place of birth
and ancestry may be the same (see “Place of Birth”).

The ancestry data in these tabulations are limited to groups that were not shown in the Hispanic
origin and race tabulations. For example, since Mexican is shown in the Hispanic origin tables, it
is not shown in the ancestry tables. Likewise, since Korean is shown in the race tables, it is not
shown in the ancestry tables. Hispanic and race groups are included in the “Other groups”
category for the ancestry tables in these tabulations.

Unlike other census questions, there was no imputation for nonresponse to the ancestry question.
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Comparability. The ancestry question was first introduced in 1980 as “What is this person’s
ancestry?” In 1990, the question was changed to “What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic origin?”
to improve understanding and response. This question was used again in Census 2000.

The ancestry groups used as examples have changed over time. The changes were introduced to
avoid or to minimize example-induced responses, and to ensure broad geographic and group
coverage.

CITIZENSHIP STATUS

The data on citizenship were derived from answers to long-form questionnaire Item 13, which
was asked of a sample of the population. On the stateside questionnaire, respondents were asked
to select one of five categories: (1) born in the United States, (2) born in Puerto Rico or a U.S.
Island Area (such as Guam), (3) born abroad of American parent(s), (4) naturalized citizen, (5) not
a citizen. On the Puerto Rico questionnaire, respondents were asked to select one of five
categories: (1) born in Puerto Rico, (2) born in a U.S. state, District of Columbia, Guam, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, or the Northern Mariana Islands, (3) born abroad of American parent or parent(s),
(4) U.S. citizen by naturalization, (5) not a citizen of the United States. People not reporting
citizenship were assigned citizenship based on a set of criteria including the citizenship status of
other household members and place of birth. (See “Place of Birth.”)

Citizen. This category includes respondents who indicated that they were born in the United
States, Puerto Rico, a U.S. Island Area, or abroad of American parent or parents. People who
indicated that they were U.S. citizens through naturalization are also citizens.

Not a citizen. This category includes respondents who indicated that they were not U.S. citizens.

Native. The native population includes people born in the United States, Puerto Rico, or the U.S.
Island Areas (such as Guam). People who were born in a foreign country but have at least one
American (U.S. citizen) parent also are included in this category. The native population includes
anyone who was a U.S. citizen at birth.

Foreign born. The foreign-born population includes all people who were not U.S. citizens at
birth. Foreign-born people are those who indicated they were either a U.S. citizen by
naturalization or they were not a citizen of the United States.

Census 2000 does not ask about immigration status. The population surveyed includes all people
who indicated that the United States was their usual place of residence on the census date. The
foreign-born population includes: immigrants (legal permanent residents), temporary migrants
(e.g., students), humanitarian migrants (e.g., refugees), and unauthorized migrants (people
illegally residing in the United States).

The foreign-born population is shown by selected area, country, or region of birth. The places of
birth shown in data products were chosen based on the number of respondents who reported that
area or country of birth. (See “Place of Birth.”)

Comparability. The citizenship status questions for the 2000 decennial census and the 1990
decennial census are identical.

DISABILITY STATUS

The data on disability status were derived from answers to long-form questionnaire Iltems 16 and
17. Item 16 was a two-part question that asked about the existence of the following long-lasting
conditions: (a) blindness, deafness, or a severe vision or hearing impairment (sensory disability)
and (b) a condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical activities, such as walking,
climbing stairs, reaching, lifting, or carrying (physical disability). ltem 16 was asked of a sample
of the population 5 years old and over.
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Iltem 17 was a four-part question that asked if the individual had a physical, mental, or emotional
condition lasting 6 months or more that made it difficult to perform certain activities. The four
activity categories were: (a) learning, remembering, or concentrating (mental disability); (b)
dressing, bathing, or getting around inside the home (self-care disability); (c) going outside the
home alone to shop or visit a doctor’s office (going outside the home disability); and (d) working
at a job or business (employment disability). Categories 17a and 17b were asked of a sample of
the population 5 years old and over; 17c and 17d were asked of a sample of the population 16
years old and over.

For data products that use the items individually, the following terms are used: sensory disability
for 16a, physical disability for 16b, mental disability for 17a, self-care disability for 17b, going
outside the home disability for 17c, and employment disability for 17d.

For data products that use a disability status indicator, individuals were classified as having a
disability if any of the following three conditions were true: (1) they were 5 years old and over
and had a response of “yes” to a sensory, physical, mental or self-care disability; (2) they were 16
years old and over and had a response of “yes” to going outside the home disability; or (3) they
were 16 to 64 years old and had a response of “yes” to employment disability.

Compavrability. The 1990 census data products did not include a general disability status
indicator. Furthermore, a comparable indicator could not be constructed since the conceptual
framework of the 1990 census was more limited. The questionnaire included only three types of
disability in questions with four subparts. The questions asked about whether an individual had a
condition that had lasted for 6 months or more and that (1) limited the kind or amount of work
that he or she could do at a job, (2) prevented the individual from working at a job, (3) made it
difficult to go outside the home alone (for example, to shop or visit a doctor’s office), and (4)
made it difficult to take care of his or her own personal needs, such as bathing, dressing, or
getting around inside the home. The 1990 disability questions were asked on the long form
questionnaire of the population 15 years old and over.

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Data on educational attainment were derived from answers to long-form questionnaire Item 9,
which was asked of a sample of the population. Data on attainment are tabulated for the
population 25 years old and over. However, when educational attainment is cross-tabulated by
other variables, the universe may change. (For example, when educational attainment is crossed
by disability status, the data are tabulated for the civilian noninstitutionalized population 18 to 34
years old.) People are classified according to the highest degree or level of school completed.

The order in which degrees were listed on the questionnaire suggested that doctorate degrees
were “higher” than professional school degrees, which were “higher” than master’s degrees. The
question included instructions for people currently enrolled in school to report the level of the
previous grade attended or the highest degree received. Respondents who did not report
educational attainment or enrollment level were assigned the attainment of a person of the same
age, race, Hispanic or Latino origin, occupation and sex, where possible, who resided in the same
or a nearby area. Respondents who filled more than one box were edited to the highest level or
degree reported.

The question included a response category that allowed respondents to report completing the
12th grade without receiving a high school diploma. It allowed people who received either a high
school diploma or the equivalent, for example, passed the Test of General Educational
Development (G.E.D.) and did not attend college, to be reported as “high school graduate(s).” The
category “Associate degree” included people whose highest degree is an associate degree, which
generally requires 2 years of college level work and is either in an occupational program that
prepares them for a specific occupation, or an academic program primarily in the arts and
sciences. The course work may or may not be transferable to a bachelor’s degree. Master’s
degrees include the traditional MA and MS degrees and field-specific degrees, such as MSW, MEd,
MBA, MLS, and MEng. Some examples of professional degrees include medicine, dentistry,

B-8

U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000



chiropractic, optometry, osteopathic medicine, pharmacy, podiatry, veterinary medicine, law, and
theology. Vocational and technical training, such as barber school training; business, trade,
technical, and vocational schools; or other training for a specific trade, are specifically excluded.

High school graduate or higher. This category includes people whose highest degree was a
high school diploma or its equivalent, people who attended college but did not receive a degree,
and people who received a college, university, or professional degree. People who reported
completing the 12th grade but not receiving a diploma are not high school graduates.

Not enrolled, not high school graduate. This category includes people of compulsory school
attendance age or above who were not enrolled in school and were not high school graduates.
These people may be referred to as “high school dropouts.” However, there is no criterion
regarding when they “dropped out” of school, so they may have never attended high school.

Compavrability. From 1840 to 1930, the census measured educational attainment by means of a
basic literacy question. In 1940, a single question was asked on highest grade of school
completed. In the 1950 to 1980 censuses, a two-part question was used to construct highest
grade or year of school completed. The question asked (1) the highest grade of school attended
and (2) whether that grade was finished. For people who have not attended college, the response
categories in the current educational attainment question should produce data that are
comparable to data on highest grade completed from earlier censuses. For people who attended
college, there is less comparability between years of school completed and highest degree.

Beginning in 1990, the response categories for people who have attended college were modified
from earlier censuses because there was some ambiguity in interpreting responses in terms of the
number of years of college completed. For instance, it was not clear whether “completed the
fourth year of college,” “completed the senior year of college,” and “college graduate” were
synonymous. Research conducted shortly before the 1990 census suggests that these terms were
more distinct than in earlier decades, and this change may have threatened the ability to estimate
the number of “college graduates” from the number of people reported as having completed the
fourth or a higher year of college. It was even more difficult to make inferences about
post-baccalaureate degrees and “Associate” degrees from highest year of college completed.
Thus, comparisons of post-secondary educational attainment in the 2000 and 1990 censuses with
data from the earlier censuses should be made with great caution.

Changes between 1990 and Census 2000 were slight. The two associate degree categories in
1990 were combined into one for Census 2000. “Some college, no degree” was split into two
categories, “Some college credit, but less than 1 year,” and “1 or more years of college, no
degree.” Prior to 1990, the college levels reported began with “Completed 1 year of college.”
Beginning in 1990, the first category was “Some college, no degree,” which allowed people with
less than 1 year of college to be given credit for college. Prior to 1990, they were included in
“High school, 4 years.” The two revised categories will accommodate comparisons with either
data series and allow the tabulation of students who completed at least 1 year of college, as some
data users wish. This will not change the total number who completed some college.

The category “12th grade, no diploma” was counted as high school completion or “Completed
high school, 4 years” prior to 1990 and as “Less than high school graduate” in 1990 and 2000. In
the 1960 and subsequent censuses, people for whom educational attainment was not reported
were assigned the same attainment level as a similar person whose residence was in the same or
a nearby area. In the 1940 and 1950 censuses, people for whom educational attainment was not
reported were not allocated.

In censuses prior to 1990, “median school years completed” was used as a summary measure of
educational attainment. Using the current educational attainment question, the median can only
be calculated for groups of which less than half the members have attended college. “Percent high
school graduate or higher” and “percent bachelor’s degree or higher” are summary measures that
can be calculated from the present data and offer quite readily interpretable measures of
differences between population subgroups.
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EMPLOYMENT STATUS

The data on employment status (referred to as labor force status in previous censuses), were
derived from answers to long-form questionnaire Items 21and 25, which were asked of a sample
of the population 15 years old and over. The series of questions on employment status was
designed to identify, in this sequence: (1) people who worked at any time during the reference
week; (2) people who did not work during the reference week, but who had jobs or businesses
from which they were temporarily absent (excluding people on layoff); (3) people on temporary
layoff who expected to be recalled to work within the next 6 months or who had been given a
date to return to work, and who were available for work during the reference week; and (4) people
who did not work during the reference week, who had looked for work during the reference week
or the three previous weeks, and who were available for work during the reference week. (For
more information, see “Reference Week.”)

The employment status data shown in Census 2000 tabulations relate to people 16 years old and
over. In the 1940, 1950, and 1960 censuses, employment status data were presented for people
14 years old and over. The change in the universe was made in 1970 to agree with the official
measurement of the labor force as revised in January 1967 by the U.S. Department of Labor. The
1970 census was the last to show employment data for people 14 and 15 years old.

Employed. All civilians 16 years old and over who were either (1) “at work” — those who did
any work at all during the reference week as paid employees, worked in their own business or
profession, worked on their own farm, or worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers on a family
farm or in a family business; or (2) were “with a job but not at work” — those who did not work
during the reference week, but who had jobs or businesses from which they were temporarily
absent because of illness, bad weather, industrial dispute, vacation, or other personal reasons.
Excluded from the employed are people whose only activity consisted of work around their own
house (painting, repairing, or own home housework) or unpaid volunteer work for religious,
charitable, and similar organizations. Also excluded are all institutionalized people and people on
active duty in the United States Armed Forces.

Civilian employed. This term is defined exactly the same as the term “employed” above.

Unemployed. All civilians 16 years old and over were classified as unemployed if they were
neither “at work” nor “with a job but not at work” during the reference week, were looking for
work during the last 4 weeks, and were available to start a job. Also included as unemployed were
civilians 16 years old and over who: did not work at all during the reference week, were on
temporary layoff from a job, had been informed that they would be recalled to work within the
next 6 months or had been given a date to return to work, and were available to return to work
during the reference week, except for temporary illness. Examples of job seeking activities were:

= Registering at a public or private employment office

= Meeting with prospective employers

= Investigating possibilities for starting a professional practice or opening a business
= Placing or answering advertisements

= Writing letters of application

= Being on a union or professional register

Civilian labor force. Consists of people classified as employed or unemployed in accordance
with the criteria described above.

Labor force. All people classified in the civilian labor force (i.e., “employed” and “unemployed”
people), plus members of the U.S. Armed Forces (people on active duty with the U