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ENROLLMENT IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

Key Findings: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russian Federation, United Kingdom, United States

In 1999, 12 percent of primary school students in the United
States were enrolled in private schools. Private school enrollment
in primary education was higher in the United States than in six
of the seven other countries presented; only France, with a pri-
vate school enrollment of 15 percent, enrolled a higher propor-
tion of primary school students in private schools than the United
States (figure 4a).

About 10 percent of secondary school students in the United
States were enrolled in private schools in 1999. The private en-
rollment proportion in secondary education was higher in the
United States than in the Russian Federation (0 percent), Canada
and Italy (6 percent), and Germany (7 percent), but lower than in
Japan (18 percent), France (25 percent), and the United Kingdom
(27 percent) (figure 4a).

In 1999, 7 percent of students in higher vocational-technical pro-
grams in the United States were enrolled in private institutions.
The proportion of students in these programs in private institu-
tions was lower in the United States than in all other countries
represented except Canada, where 0 percent of students were
enrolled in private institutions (figure 4b).

The picture was different in academic higher education programs,
where over one third (35 percent) of U.S. students enrolled in
academic programs were in private institutions. The proportion
of academic students enrolled in private institutions was higher
in the United States than in France (10 percent), and Italy
(12 percent), but well below the proportions in Japan (74 per-
cent) and the United Kingdom (100 percent) (figure 4b).

Definition and Methodology

The percent of full-time and part-time private enrollment is calcu-
lated as the number of full-time and part-time students enrolled
in private institutions at a particular level of education (primary,
secondary or higher) divided by the number of full-time and part-
time students enrolled in all public and private institutions at that
level. The enrollment figures include students in all types of edu-
cation programs (general, pre-vocational, and vocational).

Private schools include both government-dependent and inde-
pendent private schools. Government-dependent private schools
have private governing boards, but receive at least 50 percent of
their funds from public sources. Independent private schools
receive less than 50 percent of their funds from public sources.

Charter schools are reported as public schools in the United
States; home schools are excluded from primary and secondary
enrollments.

The classification of private schools in each country is based on
the country’s application of the international definitions to its
own education system and OECD’s approval of the classification.
In the United Kingdom, institutions of higher education that would
be classified as “public” institutions in other countries are classi-
fied as government-dependent private institutions. Consequently,
all enrollments in higher education in the United Kingdom are
counted as private enrollments.
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indicator4

*Values for percentage of private enrollment in primary and secondary schools round to zero for the Russian Federation.

NOTE: The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education Database, 2001.
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Figure 4a. Percentage of primary and secondary enrollment in private schools, by country: 1999
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1Values for private school enrollment in higher education round to zero for higher academic education for Canada and Germany and for higher vocational-technical education for Canada.
2Data not available on private enrollment in higher academic education programs for the Russian Federation.

NOTE: The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Institutions that would be classified as “public” institutions in other countries are classified as
government-dependent private institutions in the United Kingdom. Consequently, all enrollments are counted as private enrollments.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education at a Glance, 2001, Table C 3.3.

Figure 4b. Percentage of higher education enrollment in private institutions, by program type and country: 1999



Enrollment in Private Schools and Higher Education Institutions – Data Tables 
 
 
Table A-4a.  Percentage of primary and secondary enrollment in private schools, by 
                     country: 1999 
    
          Education level   
Country Primary Secondary   
Canada 4.5 6.0   
France 14.6 25.0   
Germany 2.1 6.5   
Italy 7.0 5.9   
Japan 0.9 18.0   
Russian Federation 0.3 0.3   
United Kingdom 4.6 26.7   
United States 11.6 9.7    
NOTE: The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.    
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education Database, 
2001. 
 
 
     
Table A-4b.  Percentage of higher education enrollment in private institutions, by program  
                     type and country: 1999 
   
   Type of higher education program  

Country 
Higher vocational-
technical education

Higher academic 
education  

Canada 0 0  
France 26.3 9.8  
Germany 36.4 0  
Italy 45.8 11.8  
Japan 90.6 73.9  
Russian Federation* 8.3 —  
United Kingdom 100 100  
United States 7.4 34.5  
*Data not available on private enrollment in higher academic education programs for the 
Russian Federation. 
NOTE: The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.   
Institutions that would be classified as “public” institutions in other countries are classified 
as government-dependent private institutions in the United Kingdom.  Consequently, all 
enrollments are counted as private enrollments. 
SOURCE:  Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education Database, 
2001. 
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