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SOURCES OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Key Findings: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, United Kingdom, United States

In the United States, Canada, and Germany, the three countries
presented with a federal form of government,11 the central gov-
ernment raises only a small portion of funds for primary and sec-
ondary education. In 1997, the federal government raised 7 per-
cent of the revenues for primary and secondary education in the
United States and 5 percent in Germany and Canada (figure 23).

Regional governments in the United States (states), Canada (prov-
inces), and Germany (Länder) play an important role in the fi-
nancing of primary and secondary education, but local govern-
ments also contribute to school funding. In 1997, regional and
local governments in the United States, on average, shared nearly
equally in the financing of primary and secondary education, with
shares of funding at 50 and 43 percent, respectively. In Germany
and Canada, regional governments played a larger role, raising
77 percent and 62 percent of the funds for primary and secondary
education, respectively.

In two of the four non-federal countries—France and Italy—the
central government plays the dominant role in financing primary

and secondary education, with regional and local governments
contributing a small share of total resources, on average. In 1997,
the central government raised 79 percent of revenues for primary
and secondary education in Italy and 73 percent in France.

In Japan, however, the central government does not play as large
a role in the financing of primary and secondary education. In
1997, the national government raised about one quarter of educa-
tion funds, while regional governments (prefectures) provided
nearly three fifths (57 percent) of funds for primary and second-
ary education.

In the United Kingdom, the national government provides a smaller
portion of funds for primary and secondary education than the
local governments. In 1997, the shares were 21 percent and
79 percent, respectively. However, in the United Kingdom, local
authorities receive a substantial portion of their funds from the
national government in the form of a general-purpose grant. So
the national government plays a large indirect role in the financ-
ing of primary and secondary education.

Definition and Methodology

The initial educational expenditures of each level of government
is the total educational expenditures of all public authorities at
the level in question before transfers between levels of govern-
ment. The proportion of initial expenditures made by a particular
level of government is calculated as a percentage of the total,

consolidated expenditures of all three levels. Only expenditures
specifically designated for education is taken into account in de-
termining the proportion of initial expenditures borne by a par-
ticular level.

11In countries with a federal form of government, the constitution or fundamental law divides sovereignty between a central authority and regional authorities such
as states and/or local authorities such as municipalities.  In countries with a non-federal or unitary form of government, sovereignty is retained by the central
authority; regional authorities are usually administrative offices of the central government.



65INDICATORS PART III: SECONDARY EDUCATION

indicator23

Percent

Central Regional Local

Canada France Germany Italy Japan United Kingdom* United States
0

20

40

60

80

100

5

62

33

73

11
16

5

77

18

79

4

17
24

57

19 21

79

7

50
43

*The regional percentage for the United Kingdom is not presented because the category does not apply.

NOTE: The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Data include only initial funds before transfers between levels of government. Figures include
expenditures for post-secondary, nontertiary education in all other countries presented, except the United States.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education at a Glance, 2000, Table B 6.1.a.

Figure 23. Percentage of initial public funds for primary and secondary education, by government level and country:
1997



Sources of Public Funding for Primary and Secondary Education – Data Tables 
 
 
Table A-23.  Percentage of initial public funds for primary and secondary education, by  
         level of government and country: 1997 
         
   Level of government  
Country Central Regional Local 
Canada 5 62 33 
France 73 11 16 
Germany 5 77 18 
Italy 79 4 17 
Japan 24 57 19 
United Kingdom 21 † 79 
United States 7 50 43 
† Not applicable.   
NOTE: The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.   Data include only 
initial funds before  
transfers between levels of government.   Figures include expenditures for post-secondary non-tertiary 
education in all other countries presented, except the United States.  
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education at a Glance, 2000, Table B 6.1a.
 


