YOUTH POPULATION

Key Findings: Canada, France, Germany, Ifaly, Japan, Russian Federation, United Kingdom, United States

The United States had the highest growth among the G-8 coun-
tries in the population of 5- to 29-year-olds, which increased
by 7 percent between 1996 and 2006.

In 2006, the total population across the G-8 countries ranged
from 33.1 million in Canada to 298.4 million in the United States,
and the population of 5- to 29-year-olds (roughly the population
most likely to be enrolled in education) ranged from 10.6 million
in Canada to 102.9 million in the United States (table 1). The
population of 5- to 29-year-olds represented 34 percent of the
total population in the United States (table 2). In the other G-8
countries, the corresponding percentages ranged from 26 percent
in Italy to 34 percent in the Russian Federation.

Focusing on the subpopulation of 5- to 19-year-olds (which gen-
erally includes individuals of primary- and secondary-school age)
reveals that this age group represented 21 percent of the total
population in the United States in 2006. The U.S. percentage was
higher than the percentages in all of the other G-8 countries, which
ranged from 14 percent in Italy to 19 percent in Canada and the
United Kingdom.

Considering the high end of the age range, the subpopulation
of 20- to 29-year-olds (which generally includes individuals of
postsecondary education age) represented 14 percent of the total
population in the United States in 2006, falling below the percent-
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age in the Russian Federation (16 percent). The percentages in the
other G-8 countries were slightly lower than in the United States,
ranging from 11 percent in Germany and lItaly to 13 percent in
Canada, France, and the United Kingdom.

Between 1996 and 2006, the United States had the highest growth
in the population of 5- to 29-year-olds (7 percent) (figure 1). Among
the other G-8 countries, only Canada experienced growth over this
period (3 percent). The population of 5- to 29-year-olds declined
in all of the other G-8 countries, with decreases ranging from 2
percent in the United Kingdom to 18 percent in Italy.

Consistent with the results for the broader youth population, the
United States had the highest growth in the subpopulation of 5-
to 19-year-olds, which increased by 6 percent between 1996 and
2006. There were also increases in Canada and the United Kingdom
(3 percent and 2 percent, respectively). All of the other G-8 coun-
tries experienced a decline over this period, with the largest in the
Russian Federation (27 percent).

With respect to the high end of the age range, the United States had
the second highest growth in the subpopulation of 20- to 29-year-
olds, which increased by 9 percent between 1996 and 2006. With
the exception of increases in the Russian Federation and Canada
(14 percent and 4 percent, respectively), the other G-8 countries
experienced a decline over this period, ranging from 7 percent in
the United Kingdom to 27 percent in Italy.

In each country, the percentage of the population of 5- to 29-year-
olds in 1996 and 2006 is calculated by dividing the population of
5- to 29-year-olds by the total population. The percentage change
in the population of 5- to 29-year-olds is calculated by subtracting
the population of 5- to 29-year-olds in 1996 from this population
in 2006 and dividing by the 1996 population of 5- to 29-year-olds.

These calculations are applied in the same way to the age groups
5to 19 and 20 to 29. The age group (e.g., 5 to 29) as a percentage
of the total population may have declined from 1996 to 2006 even
though the size of the age group may have increased. This is due to
a higher rate of increase of the total population compared to the
rate of increase for the specific population age group.
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Table 1. Population aged 5 to 29, 5 to 19, and 20 to 29, by country: 1996 and 2006

(in millions)
Russian United United
Age group and year Canada France Germany Italy Japan  Federation Kingdom' States
Total population (all ages)
1996 30.0 58.4 81.9 57.4 125.6 148.3 58.6 269.7
2006 33.1 60.9 82.4 58.1 127.5 142.1 60.6 298.4
Population aged 5 to 29
1996 10.3 20.0 24.8 18.2 41.2 54.4 19.4 96.1
2006 10.6 18.9 22.4 14.8 34.1 47.8 19.1 102.9
Population aged 5 to 19
1996 6.0 1.5 13.6 9.1 22.1 34.4 1.1 58.2
2006 6.2 1.2 12.9 8.2 18.5 25.0 1.3 61.6
Population aged 20 to 29
1996 4.2 8.5 11.2 9.1 19.2 20.0 8.3 37.9
2006 4.4 7.7 9.5 6.6 15.6 229 7.8 41.3

'The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau. (2006). International Data Base (IDB), Table 94: Midyear Population, by Age and Sex, 1996 and 2006.

Table 2. Percentage of population aged 5 to 29, 5 to 19, and 20 to 29, by country: 1996 and 2006

Russian United United
Age group and year Canada France Germany Italy Japan  Federation Kingdom' States
Population aged 5 to 29
1996 343 34.2 30.3 31.7 32.8 36.7 33.2 35.7
2006 321 31.1 27.2 25.5 26.7 33.7 31.4 34.5
Population aged 5 to 19
1996 20.1 19.7 16.6 15.9 17.6 23.2 18.9 21.6
2006 18.8 18.4 15.7 14.1 14.5 17.6 18.6 20.7
Population aged 20 to 29
1996 14.1 14.5 13.7 15.8 15.2 13.5 14.2 14.1
2006 13.3 12.7 1.5 1.4 12.2 16.1 12.8 13.8

"The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau. (2006). International Data Base (IDB), Table 94: Midyear Population, by Age and Sex, 1996 and 2006.

Figure 1. Percentage change in population aged 5 to 29, 5 fo 19, and 20 to 29, by country: 1996 to 2006
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"The United Kingdom includes England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau. (2006). International Data Base (IDB), Table 94: Midyear Population, by Age and Sex, 1996 and 2006.
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