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NOTE: The data do not meet NCES standards for
response rates. Students absent from the class
in which the survey was administered are not
included in the data. Percentages may not add
to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for

Social Research. Monitoring the Future 81-,
10%-, and 12-Grade Studies, 2000.
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Supplemental Tables 17-1,
17-2
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Indicator 17

Section 3—Student Effort and Educational Progress

Students’ Absence From School

More than half of students in the 8"

, 10", and 12™ grades missed 1 or more days

of school in a 4-week period in spring 2000 due to illness, skipping school, or

Missing school hinders students’ learning, as
well as that of their classmates when it leads to
repetition of material in class. Yet absenteeism
for various reasons is widespread, according to
students’ own reports. More than half of stu-
dents in 8™, 10™, and 12 grades missed at least
1 day of school in a 4-week period (the refer-
ence period used throughout here). Specifically,
55 percent of 8™-graders, 60 percent of 10™-grad-
ers, and 72 percent of 12-graders reported be-
ing absent at least 1 day of the 4 weeks in 2000.
Moreover, about 13-14 percent of 8- and 10"-
graders were absent more than 5 days—or one-
fourth of the school days in this reference period
(see supplemental table 17-1).

lliness was the primary reason for absences in
2000, except among the seniors. Nevertheless,
even among 10"-graders, fewer than half (45
percent) of absences were due to illness, and 39
percent were for reasons other than illness or
skipping. Skipping school also contributed to
absenteeism, but it played a smaller role than
illness or other reasons. Skipping accounted for
26 percent of all days that 12"-graders were
absent in 2000, 16 percent of those that 10%-

other reasons.

graders missed, and 9 percent of those that 8-
graders missed.

Although absenteeism due to illness did not rise
with grade level, the propensity to miss school
either by skipping or for other reasons increased
notably with grade level. While 11 percent of
8M-graders skipped at least 1 day of school in a
4-week period in 2000, this figure increased to
17 percent for 10™-graders and to 33 percent
for 12t-graders. Roughly one-third of students
in 8" and 10™ grades missed some school for
other reasons in 2000, compared with nearly
one-half of 12™"-graders. Cutting classes—an-
other way that students miss opportunities to
learn and share ideas—also increased with
grade level in 2000, repeating the pattern for
skipping (see supplemental table 17-2).

The percentages of 12"-graders who had no
absences and who cut no classes (in the 4-week
period) have both decreased between 1983 and
2000 (see supplemental table 17-2). In addition,
illness accounted for a decreasing proportion of
total days absent for 12"-graders, from 40 per-
cent of absences in 1983 to 34 percent in 2000
(see supplemental table 17-1).

STUDENT ABSENTEEISM: Percentage distributions of 8-, 10%-, and 12'-grade students by how many school days they
missed in a4-week period from skipping school, and for reasons other than skipping or illness: 2000
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Indicator 17 Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables

Students’ Absence From School

Table17-1 Percentage distributions of 8-, 10"-, and 12"-grade students according to how many school days they missed in a 4-week period, and average
percentage of their total absences attributed to illness, skipping school, or other reasons: 1983, 1991, and 2000

Total days absent from school Percentage of total absences attributed to each reason

2to5 More than Skipped Other

Grade 0 days 1 day days 5 days Iliness school reasons
1983

12 335 19.2 27.8 19.6 40.0 22.7 37.3
1991

8 442 17.9 221 15.8 59.9 8.4 31.8

10 38.9 19.6 24.8 16.7 50.1 16.0 339

12 311 19.6 28.3 21.0 375 25.8 36.7
2000

8 44.6 19.5 22.7 13.1 B84 9.0 37.9

10 40.2 20.7 25.1 141 45.4 15.6 39.0

12 28.4 20.0 30.2 21.4 342 26.1 39.7

NOTE: The data do not meet NCES standards for response rates.“Other reasons” were not specified in the survey. Students absent from the class in which the survey was administered are not represented in the
data. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research. Monitoring the Future 8-, 10°-, and 12-Grade Studies, 1983, 1991, and 2000.
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Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 17

Students’ Absence From School

Table17-2 Percentage distributions of 8"-, 10"-, and 12"-grade students according to how many days of school they missed ina 4-week period, by reason
forabsence, and according to how many classes they cut: 1983, 1991, and 2000

Days absent from school, by reason for absence

Iliness Skipped school Other reasons

2 or more 2 or more 2 or more

Grade 0 days 1 day days 0 days 1 day days 0 days 1 day days
1983

12 57.8 17.8 245 71.9 12.6 155 59.0 194 21.6
1991

8 55.7 17.2 27.2 89.7 52 51 70.0 15.2 14.8

10 57.3 18.1 24.6 81.5 9.1 9.4 66.5 16.7 16.7

12 58.4 17.1 245 68.3 14.2 17.5 58.3 19.2 225
2000

8 59.6 18.1 22.3 89.4 54 5.2 67.3 17.6 15.1

10 61.0 18.2 20.8 82.7 8.6 8.8 64.8 18.7 16.5

12 58.7 17.6 237 66.8 15.0 18.2 54.4 21.2 245

Number of classes cut

Grade None lor2 3ormore
1983

12 66.4 20.1 135
1991

8 87.2 8.7 4.1

10 74.6 16.7 8.7

12 64.8 21.0 14.2
2000

8 88.4 7.5 4.0

10 75.5 15.2 9.3

12 63.0 21.2 15.8

NOTE: The data do not meet NCES standards for response rates. “Other reasons” were not specified in the survey. Students absent from the class in which the survey was administered are not represented in the
data. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.
SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research. Monitoring the Future 8-, 10™-, and 12-Grade Studies, 1983, 1991, and 2000.
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Appendix 3 Standard Error Tables Indicator 17

Students’ Absence From School

TableS17 Standard errors for the percentage distributions of 8-, 10%-, and 121"-grade students by how many school days they missed in a 4-week period
from skipping school, and for reasons other than skipping or illness: 2000

Skipped school Absent for other reasons
2 or more 2 or more
Students 0 days 1 day days 0 days 1 day days
8th-graders 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.5
10th-graders 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.6
12th-graders 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.7 0.7

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research. Monitoring the Future 8-, 10"-, and 12%-Grade Studies, 2000.
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Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables Indicator 17

Students’ Absence From School

TableS17-1  Standard errorsfor the percentage distributions of 8-, 10%-, and 12-grade students according to how many school days they missed in a4-week
period, and average percentage of their total absences attributed to illness, skipping school, or other reasons: 1983, 1991, and 2000

Total days absent from school Percentage of total absences attributed to each reason

2to5 More than Skipped Other

Grade 0 days 1 day days 5 days Iliness school reasons
1983

12 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.7
1991

8 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.7

10 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.7

12 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.7 0.8
2000

8 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.9 0.5 0.8

10 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.9 0.6 0.9

12 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.9

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research. Monitoring the Future 8-, 10™-, and 12-Grade Studies, 1983, 1991, and 2000.
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Indicator 17 Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables

Students’ Absence From School

TableS17-2  Standard errors for the percentage distributions of 8"-, 10-, and 12"-grade students according to how many days of school they missed in a 4-

week period, by reason for absence, and according to how many classes they cut: 1983, 1991, and 2000

Days absent from school, by reason for absence

Iliness Skipped school Other reasons

2 or more 2 or more 2 or more

Grade 0 days 1 day days 0 days 1 day days 0 days 1 day days
1983

12 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.6
1991

8 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.5 0.5

10 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.6

12 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.6
2000

8 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.6 0.5

10 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.6

12 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.7 0.7

Number of classes cut

Grade None lor2 3ormore
1983

12 0.7 0.6 0.5
1991

8 0.5 0.4 0.3

10 0.7 0.6 0.4

12 0.7 0.6 0.5
2000

8 0.5 0.4 0.3

10 0.7 0.6 0.5

12 0.8 0.7 0.6

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research. Monitoring the Future 8-, 10, and 12-Grade Studies, 1983, 1991, and 2000.
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