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The Task

To develop a Forum Guide to Education Indicators
that identifies and promotes “best practice” standards 
for defining, calculating, and interpreting commonly 
used elementary and secondary education indicators.  



Audience

 People who create indicators/report cards
 SEA and LEA policy makers
 SEA and LEA data/research staff
 Education data system vendors

 People who interpret indicators and results
 Legislators
 Public policy analysts
 Parents and community members
 News media
 Business people (e.g., realtors)



Content
 Chapter 1: Introduction to 

Education Indicators and Systems

Defines the concept of an education indicator 
and describes the process of establishing a 
body of education performance and context 
indicators that will support decisionmaking by 
supplying useful, valid, reliable, timely, and 
cost-effective information.

 Chapter 2: Catalog of Education Indicators

Provides encyclopedia-type “entries” for 44 
education indicators. Each indicator entry 
contains a definition, a recommended use, a 
policy question, caveats and cautions, 
additional information, related indicators, data 
element components, a formula, commonly 
reported subgroups, and display suggestions.



An Education Indicator is…

 Performance indicators—
Indicators that measure the 
outcomes of the education 
system (i.e., student achievement 
and post-school success). 

 Context indicators—
Measures of system inputs and 
processes that aid in the 
interpretation of performance 
indicators.



Context Informs Interpretation



Inputs + Processes  Outcomes



Characteristics of Good Indicators
Demands to generate high quality indicator data 
require that indicators be:

 Useful—i.e., relevant to the issues in question
 Valid—i.e., measure what they purport to measure
 Reliable—i.e., produce consistent measures over time
 Timely—i.e., available to inform decision-making
 Cost-Effective – i.e., produce information

that is valuable enough to justify the 
collection burden



Indicator Selection Criteria
Indicators included in the Guide:

 help develop a picture of the elementary/secondary education 
system by measuring system inputs, processes, or outcomes

 are commonly accepted and frequently used in some form
 produce valid and reliable information
 provide measures that identify trends and inform policy and 

practice in a timely manner
 can be derived from typical elementary/secondary administrative 

record systems



Caveat



Layout for Each Indicator Entry





List of Indicators (A-C)



List of Indicators (D-R)



List of Indicators (S-Z)



Task Force Members
 Steve King (Chair), Wyoming Department of Education
 Ghedam Bairu, National Center for Education Statistics
 Garnet Lavan Dukes, Florida Department of Education
 Bobby Franklin, Louisiana Department of Education
 Lee Hoffman, National Center for Education Statistics
 Pam Homan, Sioux Falls School District
 Sherrill Martinez, Kansas State Department of Education
 E. Glenn McClain, Platte Valley (CO) School District
 Deborah Newby, Council of Chief State School Officers
 Peter Prowda, Connecticut State Department of Education
 Tom Szuba, Quality Information Partners, Charlottesville, Virginia 
 David Weinberger, Yonkers (NY) Public Schools
 Lonnie Yingst, Great Falls (MT) Public Schools 



For more information…
Browse: http://nces.ed.gov/forum/indicators.asp

Chairperson: Steve King, Wyoming Department of Education
email: sking@educ.state.wy.us

NCES Project Officer: Ghedam Bairu
email: ghedam.bairu@ed.gov

Support staff: Tom Szuba, Consultant
email: tomszuba@qi-partners.com

For more information about the Forum: http://nces.ed.gov/forum
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