METHODOLOGY

The Institutional Characteristics (IC) survey has four versions: IC, IC3, IC4 and IC-ADD. The form that
a specific institution receives is a function of its assigned sector at time of mailout and its eligibility
status (that is, whether or not the institution was eligible to participate in Title IV programs). Sector is
determined by an institution's control (public, private non-profit, or private for-profit) and its highest
level of offering (4-year or higher, at least 2- but-less-than-4-year, or less-than-2-year certificate,
diploma, degree, or other formal award). The IC form was mailed to all 4-year, 2-year, and public less-
than-2-year institutions eligible for Title IV financial aid. The IC3 form was sent to those private less-
than-2-year institutions eligible for Title IV financial aid. The IC4 survey was sent to institutions that
were not eligible to participate in Title IV programs. The final version, the IC-ADD, was senh&wall
institutions, regardless of control, level, or eligibility status.

The 1997-98 IC survey was mailed in July 1997 to the 1996-97 IPEDS universe of

10,001 postsecondary institutions in the United States and its outlying areas, and to 94 administrative
units. During the processing of the survey, some institutions were declared out-of-scope. This
happened either because (1) they were duplicates of other institutions on the file; (2) because they had
closed or had merged with another institution, and thus were no longer a legitimate institution or branch;
(3) because they no longer offered postsecondary programs; or (4) because they did not conform to the
IPEDS definition of an institution or branch. In 1997, 499 institutions and offices were deleted from the
file. In addition, 567 institutions not in the IPEDS universe, but identified as "possible adds", received
an IC-ADD survey. Institutions were added to the universe if they responded that their primary mission
was the provision of postsecondary education as defined in the survey. In 1997, 298 institutions and 2
administrative units were added. The schools targeted as "possible adds" were identified from many
sources including a universe review done by state coordinators, a review of the eligibility data file from
the Office of Postsecondary Education, and from the institutions themselves.

A major subset of all postsecondary institutions are those institutions that are eligible to participate in Title
IV aid. Beginning in 1997, the subset of eligible institutions was validated by matching the IPEDS universe
with the Postsecondary Education Participation System (PEPS) file which contains the “true” eligibility
status of postsecondary institutions. This file is maintained by the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE).
OPE grants eligibility to institutions to participate in Title IV federal financial aid programs. Using the

PEPS file as the source for determining eligibility, the number of eligible institutions on the 1997 IC file is
6,961 (table Al). Inthe 1997 and subsequent IPEDS files, institutions are classified by whether or not they
are eligible to participate in Title IV financial aid programs and whether or not they grant degrees. Degree-
granting institutions offer either an associate's, bachelor's, master's, doctorate, or first-professional degree;
and non-degree granting institutions offer only certificates at any level. Institutions offering only
postbaccalaureate, post-master’s, or first-professional certificates, and institutions offering certificates or
diplomas of 4 or 5 years or less are included in the non-degree-granting group.

Table Al provides the number of institutions and survey response rates by eligibility status and degree
granting status by control and level of institution. In 1997, there were 4,176 eligible degree-granting
institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the outlying areas. Institutions in the outlying
areas have not been included in this report.



Table Al.--Number of institutions and survey response rates of postsecondary institutions, by Title IV eligibility,
and by degree-granting status and sector of institution: 50 states, District of Columbia and the outlying areas,
academic year 1997-98

Degree-granting status and All institutions Eligible Not eligible

gree-granting sta Final Number Response Final Number Response Final Number Response

sector of institution . . .
universe | responded rate universe | responded rate universe | responded rate
All institutions 9,800 8,837 90.2 6,961 6,701 96.3 2,839 2,136 75.2
4-year, public 641 635 99.1 638 632 99.1 3 3 100.0
4-year, non-profit 2,003 1,833 915 1,613 1,545 95.8 390 288 73.8
4-year, for-profit 235 218 92.8 179 176 98.3 56 42 75.0
2-year, public 1,280 1,217 95.1 1,250 1,191 30 26 86.7
95.3

2-year, non-profit 555 499 89.9 373 353 94.6 182 146 80.2
2-year, for-profit 965 915 94.8 864 841 97.3 101 74 73.3
Less-than-2-year, public 366 357 97.5 313 311 99.4 53 46 86.8
Less-than-2-year, non-profit 299 263 88.0 110 107 97.3 189 156 82.5
Less-than-2-year, for-profit 3,456 2,900 83.9 1,621 1,545 95.3 1,835 1,355 73.8

Degree granting 4,587 4,327 94.3 4,176 4,025 96.4 411 302 73.5
4-year, public 631 625 99.0 630 624 99.0 1 1 100.0
4-year, non-profit 1,880 1,729 92.0 1,571 1,506 95.9 309 223 72.2
4-year, for-profit 216 201 93.1 172 169 98.3 44 32 72.7
2-year, public 1,113 1,054 94.7 1,104 1,047 94.8 9 7 77.8
2-year, non-profit 218 205 94.0 186 178 95.7 32 27 84.4
2-year, for-profit 529 513 97.0 513 501 97.7 16 12 75.0

Non-degree granting 5,213 4,510 86.5 2,785 2,676 96.1 2,428 1,834 75.5
4-year, public 10 10 100.0 8 8 100.0 2 2 100.0
4-year, non-profit 123 104 84.6 42 39 92.9 81 65 80.2
4-year, for-profit 19 17 89.5 7 7 100.0 12 10 83.3
2-year, public 167 163 97.6 146 144 98.6 21 19 90.5
2-year, non-profit 337 294 87.2 187 175 93.6 150 119 79.3
2-year, for-profit 436 402 92.2 351 340 96.9 85 62 72.9
Less-than-2-year, public 366 357 97.5 313 311 99.4 53 46 86.8
Less-than-2-year, non-profit 299 263 88.0 110 107 97.3 189 156 82.5
Less-than-2-year, for-profit 3,456 2,900 83.9 1,621 1,545 95.3 1,835 1,355 73.8

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education OR&Bggtdnstitutional
Characteristics Survey, 1997-98.



Survey Conduct and Editing

Survey responses were edited for internal and inter-year consistency. For example, if the institution
indicated that graduate-level programs are offered, the form was checked to make sure that graduate
tuition was also reported. If the room and board charges reported by the institution were inconsistent
with last year's reported charges, the data were verified with the institution. Tuition charges that were
reported for a quarter, semester, or trimester were converted to academic year charges to conform to
the instructions provided to respondents.

The 1997-98 IC survey carried a due date of September 1, 1997. Extensive follow-up for survey
nonresponse was conducted from mid-September 1997 through April 1998. Initially, reminder letters
were mailed, encouraging non-responding institutions to complete and return their forms.
Subsequently, the Postsecondary Education Telephone System (PETS) was used to collect only
critical data by telephone from an institutional representative (i.e., verification of name and address,
telephone number, tuition and fees information, room and board charges, and enrollment figures).
All data, whether received in paper form or through the PETS system, went through the same editing
process.



